
Village of Dansville

New York Main Street



The New York Main Street Program provides funds to help revitalize
historic downtowns through targeted building improvements such as
façade restorations, interior commercial  upgrades, and residential
building renovations. 

The Program provides up to 75% reimbursement for eligible projects.
Funds are provided at project completion as a reimbursement. The
maximum grant for commercial only buildings is $50,000. Mixed-use
projects can receive up to $80,000.

Funding will be awarded through a competitive process. Approved
projects must execute a grant agreement prior to beginning any work.
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These funds are intended to help establish or expand cultural,
residential or business anchors that are key to local revitalization
efforts through substantial renovations.

The most competitive projects will reduce blight, include renovation of
upper story residential units, contribute to the economic recovery of
the target area, or realize a stabilization of a Main Street business. 

Visually prominent buildings that have historic value and historic
properties in danger of being lost will be prioritized.
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Target Area
Projects must be located in the designated
target area 

Target area was determined by responses to a
survey of downtown Dansville building owners

Area includes: 
The north side of Main Street from 144 - 178
The south side of Main Street from 133 - 195



Façade restorations that further a
cohesive design plan for downtown

Removal of a false facade
Structural concrete and masonry repairs
Cleaning and repointing of brick 
Siding
Roofing
Repair and replacement of doors and windows
Painting
Awnings
Signage attached to the building 
Exterior lighting including architectural,
pathway, and signage



Interior renovations of commercial,
residential, and public use spaces

Select interior demolition
Plumbing
HVAC
Electrical
Framing and drywall
Insulation
Door and trim
Flooring
Painting
Cabinets and countertops
Lighting
Permanent fixtures



Other items that must be addressed
in your scope of work

Immediate health and safety concerns
The correction of code violations
Lead-based paint hazards that may exist in
buildings that contain residential units
Radon hazards in buildings that contain
residential units
Asbestos containing materials
Consistency with local design guidelines
Preservation of historical elements of the
building





Ineligilble uses of New York 
Main Street funding

Building acquisition 
Building demolition
New construction 
Improvements to  religious structures
Improvements to municipal buildings 
Non-permanent fixtures, furnishings,
appliances, electronics, security systems and
business equipment
Site work including septic systems, parking lots,
sidewalks, landscaping, fences, and free
standing signs
General maintenance
Work done prior to contract



BEFORE and AFTER

Convert vacant upper floors



THEN and NOW

Create new commercial units

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Transform Your Storefront

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Uncover transom windows

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Restore the original design

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Remove vinyl siding

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Remove false facades

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Call out architectural details

BEFORE and AFTER



THEN and NOW

Historically restore

BEFORE and AFTER
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Building is currently vacant
Building is currently underutilized
Building is at risk of being lost
Building is blighted and/or has code deficiencies
Business is at risk of being lost or unable to grow without renovation
Building is an important symbol or landmark of the community that is key to revitalization efforts
Project has been identified as a high priority/part of the community’s long term goals

OBJECTIVE: TO ALLOCATE FUNDING TO HIGHEST PRIORITY PROJECTS.
Need



Degree to which the proposed project capitalizes on the building’s architectural/historical
integrity 
For façade projects, compliance with the design guidelines
Improvement would reduce blight or improve a deteriorating building

OBJECTIVE: TO APPROPRIATELY ENHANCE THE VISUAL APPEAL
(INSIDE AND OUT) OF DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS IN A WAY THAT
CONTRIBUTES TO THE DISTRICT AS A WHOLE.

Visual Impact



A currently vacant storefront will be improved
A currently vacant storefront will be filled with a confirmed tenant
Project will create new jobs through creation of a new business or expansion of an existing
business
Project will support retention of other existing businesses (ex. an anchor that will bring people to
the target area over and over again)

OBJECTIVE: TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMIC VITALITY OF A
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT THROUGH THE ADDITION OF ACTIVE
STOREFRONTS, NEW AND IMPROVED BUSINESSES, AND THE CREATION
OF JOBS.

Commercial Impact



New residential units will be created
Existing residential units will be significantly improved

OBJECTIVE: TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMIC VITALITY OF A
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT THROUGH THE CREATION OF HIGH QUALITY,
AFFORDABLE RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN PREVIOUSLY VACANT OR
UNDERUTILIZED SPACE.

Residential Impact



Prior planning has been done (ex. renderings)
Project is achievable within the required time frame
Applicant shows commitment to revitalization through past work, appropriate planning, and or
additional matching funds
Taxes are current
Owner demonstrates that the project can start quickly (ex. financing is in place)

OBJECTIVE: TO ENSURE THE PROJECT CAN BE COMPLETED IN A
TIMELY MANNER BASED ON TRACK RECORD AND PREPARATION.

Readiness



What's
Next?

April  29
Applications due by 3pm

May 6
Awards announced

May -  September
Finalize scope of work
Architectural design (if needed)
Bidding & contractor selection
Environmental review
State Historic Preservation Office review
Grant agreement

December 31,  2023
Projects must be complete



Program Rules + Regulations
Maureen Wheeler, Deputy Director
585-243-7127
mwheeler@co.livingston.ny.us

Scope of Work + Design Guidelines
Louise Wadsworth, Downtown Coordinator
585-243-6930
lwadsworth@co.livingston.ny.us


